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The Last Twelve Verses of the Gospel According to S. Mark Vindicated Against Recent Critical Objectors and
Established by Burgon, John William (1813-1888)
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THE
LAST TWELVE VERSES
OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

S. MARK

VINDICATED AGAINST RECENT CRITICAL OBJECTORS
AND ESTABLISHED

BY

JOHN W. BURGON B.D.

VICAR OF S. MARY-THE-VIRGIN'S, FELLOW OF ORIEL COLLEGE,
AND GRESHAM LECTURER IN DIVINITY.

WITH FACSIMILES OF CODEX R AND CODEX L

41 Advice to sir, ‘in studying Divinity?' Did you sa
that yon wshﬁgwww' Id give you  few words of ndﬂu. ur;
let me recommend to you the practice of

vmgﬁuqmr ferences, lir ”
o ! omversalion of iAe late PRESIDENT RouTH.

@xfory and Loubon:
JAMES PARKER AND CO.
1871,

OF the next page is exhibited an exact Fac-simile, ob-

tained by Photography, of fol. 28 & of|the Copex SinarTICUS ‘

at S. Petersburg, (Tischendorf’s ) : shewing the abrupt ter-

mination of 8. Mark’s Gospel at the words esoBoTNTO TAP

(chap. xvi. 8), as explained at p. 70, and pp. 86—8. The
original Photograph, which is here reproduced on a dimi-
nished scale, measures in height full fourteen inches and

one-eighth; in breadth, full thirteen inches,

It was pro-

cured for me through the friendly and zealous offices of the
English Chaplain at 8. Petersburg, the Rev. A. 8. Thompson,
B.D.; by favour of the Keeper of the Imperial Library, who
has my hearty thanks for his liberality and consideration.

It will be perceived that the text begins at S. Mark xvi. 2,

and ends with the first words of S. Luke i. 18.

Up to this hour, every endeavour to obtain a Photograph
of the corresponding page of the Copex Vamicawus, B,
(Ne. 1209, in the Vatican,) has proved unavailing. If the
present Vindication of the genuineness of Twelve Verses of
the everlasting Gospel should have the good fortune to ap-
prove itsell to his Holiness, Pore Prus IX., let me be per-
mitted in this unadorned and unusual manner,—(to which
I would fain add some circumstance of respectful ceremony
if I knew how,)—very humbly to entreat his Holiness to
allow me to possess a Photograph, corresponding in size
with the original, of the poge of Copex B (it is numbered
fol. 1303,) which exhibits the abrupt termination of the

Gospel according to 8. Mark.

Ogrizr Corrmas, OXrorp,
June 14, 1871,

J. W. B.
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In the two oldest Greek manuscripts and in a number of ancient versions Mark’s Gospel ends at 16:8.
Clement of Alexandria and Origen show knowledge of any ending of this Gospel account beyond verse 8,
and Eusebius and Jerome affirm that early all Greek manuscripts known to them were concluded with this
verse. Most scholars believe that this is indeed the point at which the original Gospel probably ended and
suggest that the other endings very likely developed during the second century, after the Gospel of Mark
was read alongside the other Gospels and appeared, by comparison, to lack a satisfactory conclusion (NIV
Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1662).

The fourth-century church fathers Eusebius and Jerome noted that almost all Greek manuscripts available
to them lacked verses 9-20 (The MacArthur Bible Commentary, p. 1261)

Thomas Oden & 0353 La 134 « PO Culll e gﬁ 3393 94 (S5 Al Al shal) 4l Y K%Y
VE:V TN ja i AiS Mark (Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture ACCS) (2 Christopher Hall
algd) (B9 Al (e AS) 2929 (A Ju Laa Ml pan (A" B e Sh a9 (udlll () i S
1QUSl) g ) o LSy

16:14
In some copies. Jerome: In some copies, and especially in the Greek codices, it is written according to Mark
at the end of his Gospel: “At length Jesus appeared to the eleven as they were at table.” Against the

Belgians (Mark (Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture ACCS)
P. 249)

Footnotes:

Jerome’s phrase “in some copies” shows that by the end of the fourth century Christian scholars were
aware of textual difficulties associated with the ending of Mark (Mark Ancient Christian Commentary on
Scripture ACCS), P. 249)
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All modern translations properly relegate these endings to the margin. Moreover, 16:8 ends with a
conjunction, gar (kai ephobounto gar), and this is a barbarism not to be found at the end of any other Greek
book known to us (The New Testament - An Introduction Proclamation and Parenesis, Myth and History,
Norman Perrin, page 161).
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Check Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, p. 801
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The following observation suggest that Mark originally did not end at 16:8, and
the original ending was either lost (for example, the final section of a scroll or
codex misplaced or destroyed) or left unfinished (for example, due to Mark’s
death).

First, it seems unlikely that, having begun the gospel with a bold introduction
(1:10) Mark would end it on a note of fear (16:8). Considering the centrality of
Jesus throughout the gospel, one would expect and appearance of the resurrected
Christ rather than just and an announcement of his resurrection.

Second, Mark’s Gospel conforms in broad outline to the preaching pattern of the
early church (see Kerygam)—except for the shorter ending at 16:8. It would seem
logical that one who drafted a gospel along the lines of the early Christian
preaching would not have omitted a central feature like the Resurrection (1 Cor.
15:3-26).

Third, the longer, later ending (vv. 9-20) testifies that the early tradition was
dissatisfied with the shorter ending of Mark.

Finally, why would Matthew and Luke, both of whom normally follow Mark’s
report (see Gospels), depart from him at the resurrection appearances unless the
ending of Mark was somehow defective? These reasons suggest that the shorter
ending of Mark (at 16:8) is not the original (or intended) ending—for whatever
reason—and that verses 9-20 are a later addition supplied to compensate for the
omission .

Also, “It is possible that the book was never finished or that it was damaged at any early
stage” (The Oxford Companion to the Bible, Bruce Metzger & Michael Coogan, p. 496)
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16, 9-20: This passage, termed the Longer Ending to the Marcan gospel by comparison with a
much briefer conclusion found in some less important manuscripts, has traditionally been
accepted as a canonical part of the gospel and was defined as such by the council of Trent (The
Catholic Bible (New American Bible), Personal Study Edition, page 94)

The Council of Trent declared 16:9-20 to be canonical Scripture; but there is no obligation for
Roman Catholics to believe that it was written by Mark. The material resembles resurrection
accounts found in Matt and Luke-Acts (and perhaps in John [for Mary Magdalene]), but whether
the copyist who composed it drew directly from those Gospels or simply from similar traditions is
uncertain. The promised “signs” in 16:17-18 resemble some of the miracles recounted in Acts (An
Introduction to the New Testament, Raymond E. Brown, pages 148 & 149)
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The authenticity of these verses (16:9-20) should not be doubted:
(1) They are found in nearly all Greek manuscripts [!!?] and have been accepted in the church
from the Second Century A.D.
(2) Nothing in these verses contradicts anything in the rest of the Scripture.

Beginning here, Mark records some of the appearances of Jesus prior to His ascension. One would
have expected that Jesus would first appear to His apostles or His mother. This signal honor,
however, was given to Mary Magdalene (The Complete Biblical Library - International and
Interdenominational Bible Study System. The New Testament Study Bible — Mark, page 453)
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[The Shorter Ending of Mark]

And all that had been commanded them they told briefly to those around Peter. And afterward Jesus
himself sent out through them, from east to west, the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal
salvation (The Harper Collins Study Bible -

New Revised Standard Version—page 1951).

In the footnotes

The Shorter Ending of Mark. This was added not earlier than the fourth century C.E. the phrase from
east to west presumes subsequent expansion of the Christian proclamation; cf. Mk 13.10; Rom 15.22-29
(The Harper Collins Study Bible -

New Revised Standard Version—page 1951).

The Shorter Ending: Found after v 8 before the Longer Ending in four seventh-to- ninth-century
Greek manuscripts as well as in one Older Latin version, where it appears alone without the
Longer Ending (The Catholic Bible (New American Bible), Oxford University Press, Inc. Page 94).
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:The Catholic Bible (New American Bible) Personal Study Edition a2 4o 3ty das i) -

The Freer Logion: Found after v 14 in a fourth-fifth century manuscripts
preserved in the Freer Gallery of Art, Washington DC, this ending was known to
Jerome in the fourth century it reads: “And they excused themselves, saying, “This
age of lawlessness and unbelief is under Satan, who does not allow the truth and
power of God to prevail over the unclean things dominated by the spirits [or, does not
allow the unclean thins dominated by the spirits to grasp the truth and power of
Gold]. Therefore reveal your righteousness now.” They spoke to Christ. And Christ
replied to them, “The limit of years of Satan’s power is completed, but other terrible
things draw near. And for those who have sinned | was handed over to death, that
they might return to the truth and no longer sin, in order they might inherit the
spiritual and incorruptible heavenly glory of righteousness. But ... .””” The Catholic
Bible (New American Bible)- Personal Study Edition, page 94.
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